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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: _Conversation with ér. Thomas Corcoran on 15 April re

Mr. Corcoran had a talk with Monsignor Carroll, the purpose of
which was to induce the Monsignor to assign to Central America, and
particularly to Guatemala, a group of teacher-missionaries who are
active young Americans and who have been recalled from China. Much _
to Mr, Corcoran's surprise, the Monsignor took the position that he
had very little interest in dissipating his strength in Central
America; that he needed these men as teachers and administrators here
and that he was going to keep them here. Mur. Corcoran told him that
he had no doubt of the useful purpose that could be served by these
men in this country but that, in his opinion, the Church had one
major enemy today -~ Communism; that this country was in no immediate
danger from that enemy, but that the entire position of the Church in
Central and South America was in great danger from that eneny., He
asked the Mdonsignor if he knew General Smith and suggested that it
might be worthwhile for him to have a talk with General Smith to get
an appraisal of the seriousness of the situation in Central and South
America and he referred to the Argentine., Mer. Carroll renlied that,
he was planning to telephone General Smith\; AdasK for an appointment,
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